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Beyond the academic research, our own stories of 
success affirm the impact of our co-educational 
context on our students. Every day we have 
the privilege of supporting boys and girls as 
they collaborate, create, critically reflect and 
communicate with each other. The diversity that 
comes with learning alongside opposite sex peers 
makes these experiences that much richer.

STEM CHAllANgE
A Year 2 class was tasked with creating a marble 
run by experimenting with the height of the 
ramps and their impacted speed in which the 
marble travelled. Boys and girls worked n teams 
to problem-solve this challenge. In one team, 
the boys were quick to start experimenting and 
were challenged by the girls to first plan their 
ideas. In another team, the girls needed a push 
by the boys to risk trying a new strategy that they 
had not initiallyconsidered. A number of girls in 
Year 2 showed great strength in methodically 
recording results, while the boys applied impressive 
knowledge about the inclination of planes.

Barat-Burn is proudly the only Catholic 
Independent Co-educational Junior School in the 
Eastern Suburbs. Our co-educational context in the 
junior years is something that has been engrained 
in our School since the 1950’s and one that we 
are very passionate about. Schools have critical 
roles to play in educating children about mutually 
respectful relationships that celebrate each 
individual.

Research shows that children who attend co-
educational schools during their formative years 
are introduced to the benefits of cooperating with 
opposite-sex peers at a young age, giving them a 
distinct advantage for their future.

DEvElop iNTERpERSoNAl SkillS
Each student is unique whether it be in risk-taking, 
work ethic, communication, emotional intelligence 
or adaptability. When students are exposed 
to peers with different strengths, they learn to 
work together and grow from each other. This is 
particularly relevant in the early stages of learning.

BuilDS CoNfiDENCE
Students learn from a young age to feel confident 
when expressing their viewpoints in the presence 
of the opposite gender. They also learn to value 
the differences of the opposite gender whilst 
developing strong friendships throughout and 
beyond their schooling years at Barat-Burn.

BREAkS DoWN gENDER STEREoTypES 
Co-educational environments help to break down 
gender stereotypes through building genuine 
respect for opposite-sex peers through developing 
positive relationships. They enable students to 
celebrate similarities and differences as unique to 
each individual, rather than generalise by gender. 

CREATiNg poSiTivE  
RElATioNSHipS foR THE fuTuRE
Research emphasises that co-education is 
beneficial in the Junior School years. It also 
suggests that girls and boys excel more in single 
sex schooling environments in Years 7-12. This is 
why we believe it is critical for students to develop 
the interpersonal skills required to maintain 
meaningful relationships with opposite-sex peers. 

BE ACTivE MEMBERS of SoCiETy
Our society is becoming more and more diverse, 
so we encourage children to build their self-esteem 
and develop social skills which better prepares 
them for communicating and excelling within a 
society with different points of view. 

The co-educational context that our boys and girls 
experience enables them to learn to celebrate their 
similarities and differences, ultimately creating a 
positive impact on our world.

STRATEgiC REASoNiNg SkillS
Year 4 students were learning to use reasoning 
skills to find efficient solutions to complex 
mathematical tasks. The students were required 
to tackle the tasks individually before sharing 
their strategies with peers to discern the most 
efficient. Some of the boys struggled to articulate 
their strategies and learnt from some of the girls 
how best to verbalise their thinking. Some of 
the girls were nervous about upsetting peers in 
rating a strategy as more efficient than another. 
Some of the boys showed them how respectfully 
challenging peers creates more meaningful 
learning experiences. 

laski & karmila kurnadi 
Parents of KRB students
“As parents, both of us believe it is highly beneficial for our children 
to attend a co-educational school. At Barat Burn they offer this,  
we strongly believe it improves the way our son thinks, learns  
and collaborates among both genders and also better  
prepares them for today’s world”.
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AdvANTAgES?

ThE BARAT-BuRN 
ExPERIENCE 


